DRAFT
RIDGEFIELD GRAVEYARD RESTORATION COMMITTEE

MAY 19, 2025 6PM RIDGEFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY

PRESENT: Sara Champion, Kevin Claesgens, Michael Harrington, Susan Kweskin, Nancy Selander,
Sarah Slavin. Susan Law and Tom McManus arrived at 6:05 PM

EXCUSED: Joel Third

Chair Nancy Selander called the meeting to order at 5:59 PM.

MINUTES: Sara Champion moved the Minutes of March 17, 2025 be approved as written and all
present approved.

TREASURER’S REPORT: No financials were available. The grant given by the state for Neglected
Cemeteries was awarded and payment of upwards of $8,000 will be payable at the end of 2026
fiscal year. It is to be used for maintence and repair in unused cemeteries. The Town of
Ridgefield Budget has increased the Committee’s funding to $25,650. This money is used for
moving and general upkeep of Olde Town, Mapleshade, Branchville and New Florida
Cemeteries. Ridgebury Cemetery has it’s own funding. Also in the budget is $25,000 Capital
Investment for the planting of large trees in the Town Cemeteries. This is under the jurisdiction
of the Tree Committee.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. Nancy spoke with Bill Bunkoci, Sexton, and he sees no need to redesign the plot size. He
is using the 4 x 10 feet layout with no problems currently.

2. The cost of plots has risen gradually over the past number of years. Currently it is $2,500
in Mapleshade. No action was taken.

3. Sarah Slavin reports she has selected one bush for Olde Town and it should be planted by
Gossett’s Nursery this coming week. Dave Selander will follow up with deer protection.

4. The water drainage issue in Ridgebury was discussed. Planting several trees is a good
option and would be of some help. Original sites of some of the early sugar maples are
known and could be sites of the newly planted trees.



5. A number of DAR women have been cleaning the tombstones of veterans of the
Revolutionary War in Ridgebury and Olde Town Cemeteries. This is in preparation of the
250" Anniversary of the Battle of Ridgefield next year.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. The annual Memorial Day Parade will be held on May 26. Members of the Committee
who plan to march are Susan Kweskin, Nancy Selander, Tom McManus and Susan Law.
Any others are welcome!

2. A man recently asked permission to do some tombstone rubbings in our cemeteries.
This can possibly cause permanent damage to the stones. Tom McManus made a motion
to modify the Town of Ridgefield’s Cemetery Guidelines immediately to forbid such
actions. After a brief discussion it was unanimously approved.

3. Asign at Ridgebury Cemetery entrance should be erected with the Sexton’s name and
phone number to make it easier for those interested in purchasing a plot.

OF INTEREST:

1. Tom recently received a request as to where an individual was buried in 1938. Records
stated it was in Ridgebury Cemetery but Tom couldn’t find any evidence of a gravesite.
Possibly no stone was ever erected. Such information was passed on to the inquirer and
Tom has heard nothing more.

2. Tom had a recent discussion with a teacher from John Jay High School in New York who
is very interested and knowledgeable about tombstones and cemeteries and enjoys
visiting ours.

Sarah Slavin moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:15 and all approved.

Susan Law, Recorder



