APPROVED

RIDGEFIELD GRAVEYARD RESTORATION COMMITTEE MINUTES

MARCH 17,2025 6 PM RIDGEFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY

PRESENT: Sara Champion, Kevin Claesgens, Michael Harrington, Susan Kweskin, Susan Law, Tom
McManus, Joel Third

Excused: Nancy Selander, Sarah Slavin
Vice-Chair Susan Kweskin called the meeting to order at 6PM.

MINUTES: Sara Champion moved the minutes of January 27, 2025 be approved as written and
all approved but Tom McManus who abstained.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Tom reported the finances are in good shape. We have not heard how
much the Town will budget us for next year. Also, the cost estimates from our landscaper for the
upcoming growing season has not yet been determined. The $5,000 state grant for Neglected
Cemeteries which was awarded in spring of 2023 was paid to us in February. The grant
application for the 2025-2026 years was submitted to the State of Connecticut in January. The
latitude and longitude data for the active and inactive town owned cemeteries was distributed.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. Refigure the plot size in portions of Mapleshade Cemetery. The configuration of the plot
and individual grave sites in the southern portion of this cemetery are outdated and
have not taken into consideration the size of the currently used vaults. After discussion it
was moved by Joel to contact Bill Bunkoci, the sexton, to look into hiring a surveyor to
remedy this issue before any more gravesites are sold. The vote was unanimous.

2. Michael reported the selling prices of gravesites in a number of local cemeteries. The
range was quite extensive but the average was in the mid to upper $2,000 range. Our
current price in Mapleshade is $2,100. Tom will give us a 10 year history of our prices at
the May meeting when a decision will be made.

3. The delayed plantings for Olde Town Cemetery will be purchased and planted soon.

4. The poor drainage at the north end of Ridgebury Cemetery remains in limbo. The Town
will soon begin working on Ridgebury Rd. which will include correction of a similar issue
for the roadway and surrounding land. Kevin was unable to bring our concerns up at his
confirmation hearing due to other topics presented. The addition of a tree or two to
soak up quantities of water would help the problem. Tom moved to encourage the Town



to invest in planting large trees in Ridgebury, Mapleshade, Olde Town and Branchville
Cemeteries. All present approved.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Mapleshade and Olde Town Cemeteries Clean-Up date will be March 29.

2. Sara Champion announced that the Cannon Ridge Chapter of the DAR, as part of the
Nation’s celebration of America’s 250t Birthday, is planning to produce a booklet
describing the local men who fought in the American Revolution. This publication
will include a brief bio and a photo of the grave marker for each of these men.
Members of the DAR have already begun this work. She asked for the Committee’s
help in locating the gravesites of these men and preparing the grave markers for the
photos and consequent visits by interested individuals. Susan Kweskin offered to be
the liaison person and Susan Law offered help with the site locations.

3. The DAR also has purchased a bat house and would like to locate it somewhere
within a cemetery’s area. This was met with approval and they will be notified.

Tom moved to adjournment. The meeting was adjourned at 7:10 PM

Susan Law, Recorder



