
DRAFT 

                                             RIDGEFIELD GRAVEYARD RESTORATION COMMITTEE MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 16, 2024   4 PM   MAPLESHADE CEMETERY 

PRESENT: Susan Kweskin, Susan Law, Tom McManus, Nancy Selander, Sarah Slavin, Joel Third 

EXCUSED: Sara Champion, Michael Harrington 

GUEST: Julie Hughes, Wilton Historical Society 

Chair Nancy Selander called the meeting together at 4:03 PM 

The May 20, 2024 Minutes were approved by those present with the exception of Tom McManus who 

abstained.  

Treasurer’s Report: Tom reported a nice improvement in plot sales in Mapleshade Cemetery netting 

about $25,000. This and the Town’s budget contribution will cover the routine expenses.  

Sexton’s Report: Tom reported that a large Sugar Maple tree in Ridgebury Cemetery fell during a storm in 

June. The tree men removed it and trimmed some spruces that needed attention. Other than the 

increase in plot sales, nothing to report from Mapleshade. 

New Business:  

1. In Mapleshade Cemetery, four Black Walnut trees were removed as well as a large Black Cherry. 

All of there were “volunteer” trees and detrimental to the cemetery. 

2. Branchville Cemetery mapping: Two web pages were sent to all Committee members showing 

what has been done already with regards to the physical layout of the cemetery and the 

individual gravesites. Find A Grave also lists the people buried but there is no indication as to the 

dates of these records. Nancy will contact Jack Sanders if he has any information regarding this. 

Nancy will talk to Betsy Reid at the Historical Society about a camera for our use that is 

compatible with their computer system. Tom moved that a sign for Branchville Cemetery will be 

erected including the Sexton’s phone number, Susan K. seconded, and it was unanimously 

approved. Nancy will contact the First Selectman regarding this as well as regular service to 

empty the trash barrels located in the cemetery.   

Old Business:  

1. Status of the Thrift Shop Grant monies. The purchase of the two bushes to be planted in Olde 

Town will be prepaid this fall and planted in the spring by Gossett’s Nursery. Discussion followed 

about the planting of trees within the Mapleshade Cemetery. If approved, these would be 

located as replacements for some of the nearly twenty trees that have fallen or been cut down. 

Tom agreed to mark locations with stakes in possible locations. All trees would be professionally 

planted as has been occurring along Main Street. The last portion of the grant is for equipment 

and supplies needed for preservation/restoration work. Dave Selander will attend to this.  

2. Anne Weed’s tombstone was successfully transferred to a site in Ridgebury Cemetery near some 

family members. Dave Selander took considerable time and energy to accomplish this.  



3. Sarah stated that she and Susan L. are continuing to transcribe the tombstones in Branchville 

Cemetery. Over 400 have been recorded, all lying to the right of the main driveway. Tom and 

Susan K. offered to begin spraying selected tombstones in Mapleshade Cemetery with the 

approved D2 solution. Discussion followed about the need for more volunteers to help in the 

various areas the Committee works in and how to attract committed help.  

4. The refurbishment of the Mapleshade Cemetery sign will be addresses when Nancy speaks with 

the First Selectman.  

5.  The election of officers was postponed until the November meeting  

 

The next meeting will be held November 18, 2024.  

The meeting was adjourned at 5PM. 

 

Susan Law, Recorder 

 

 


