
APPROVED 

RIDGEFIELD GRAVEYARD RESTORATION COMMITTEE MINUTES 

MAY 20, 2024     4 PM     MAPLESHADE CEMETERY 

  Present: Sara Champion, Michael Harrington, Susan Kweskin, Susan Law, Tom McManus, Nancy 

Selander, Joel Third   

   Excused: Sarah Slavin 

Chair Nancy Selander called the meeting to order at 4:01 PM. 

Minutes: The Minutes of March 18, 2024 were approved as written. 

 Treasurer’s Report: The Town approved $25,000 for the Town Cemeteries for the Fiscal Year ’24-’25. 

Cemetery sales are slower than in previous years….the highest sales were in 2020-2021 Covid related.  

Mapleshade Cemetery currently is quite a bit less expensive than St. Mary Cemetery.  

Liaison with the Sextons: No report. 

Old Business:  

1. The Thrift Shop Grant was awarded in April and amounted to $6,000 …… $1,00 for new 

plantings, $1,000 for restoration supplies and $4,000 for tree work. A report to the Grantor is to 

be filed including receipts and expenditures showing how the money was spent with reference 

to the objectives in the grant application. Susan Law will be responsible for this accounting and 

all were advised to save all pertinent receipts.  

2. Ridgefield Town Clerk, Wendt Lionetti advised the Bouton Funeral Home owner that major errors 

were committed in burial and cremains paperwork. Corrective measures were taken and signed 

by the appropriate sexton to comply with Connecticut State laws. It was suggested that a sign be 

erected at Branchville Cemetery with Bill Bukoci, Sexton and his phone number included.  

3. Recording the graves at Branchville Cemetery continues. A volunteer from the Ridgefield 

Historical Society might be willing to prepare a map of that cemetery. 

4. Elections will be held at the September meeting. All were asked to consider volunteering 

especially for the Vice Chair and Treasurer positions.  

5. The planned Branchville Cemetery Open House has been tentatively moved to Sunday, June 23, 

2024. Announcements re this will be both digitally and print, and included both Town and Social 

Media channels.  

6. Anne Weed’s tombstone, currently at the entrance of the Ridgefield Historical Society, will soon 

be moved to a plot holding her relatives in Ridgebury Cemetery. Dave Selander is preparing a 

new base to support the marker.  

7. The Mapleshade Cemetery sign needs to be refurbished. It is a metal sheet with a wood 

surround. Tom offered to look at it and determine just what needs to be done.  

New Business: The annual Memorial Day Parade will be held Monday, May 27.  

The next meeting will be Monday, September 16, 2024   4 PM 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:32 PM                                Susan Law, Recorder 



              

 


